236 AGRICULTURE

39.—Index Numbers of Producers® Prices of Agricultural Commoditles, for Canada,
Crop years, i86«17 to 1938-38,

Nore.—Average prices, 1926-27 = 100, For the formule used in the caleulation, see Monthly Pulletin
of Agricultural Staticties, Jungary, 1939, p. 30,
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Sugar beets...........| 645 96-1| 104-7] 158-9| 168-4| 198-4| 100-3| 122-2| 100-8| 1053 o4-3| 100-0
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119-2| 106-5| 94-9 98-8 93-6| &7-4 843 s0-0] 920} 91.9
ma’ 57-3] u'al 2.1 857 674 559 Be-® 72 529

t Prices quoted are per bushel, except for potatoes and turnipa, etc., which are per cwt., and the last
five items, wq&hich are per ton, For details of jodex bumbers b pr'ownces. soe Monthly Bulletin of
Agricultural Statistics, January, 1839, pp. 31-37. # Not available. # Subject to revision,

The general index number fell from 1924 to 1928, especially from 1926 to 1928,
recovered strongly in 1929 but declined rapidly to reach the record low of 43-1 for
the 1932 crops.  All the crops contributed to this sharp decline, although the grain
crops dependent upon overseas markets suffered the most. The forage crops and
sugar beets, which are used within the country, held up well in price, partly owing
to the fact that climatic conditions did not favour high yields in these yeats.

During the next two years there was considershle improvement in the prices
of these field crops. Fodder and hay prices rose materially because of short erops
and good demand. The general index rose from 43-1in 1932 to 67-4in 1934. The
decline to 559 in 1935 was mainly due to increased production and consequent lower
prices of coarse grains and forage crops, while sharply increased prices, especially



